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In 



THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE 
PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS: 




7 



An automated method of card acceptance for 
processing financial transactions using a debit or credit 
protocol comprising the si:eps of 

using an in store terminal to machine read a 
f insincial transaction card and obtain a primary account 
number associated therewith, 

primary account number to a 
ion and comparing the primary 
database to provide a preliminary 
he card as 



providing said, 
database of card informat, 
account number with said 
aaeessment categorizing 

1) knovra to t)e debit capjbble, 

2) vmknown to be debit dapable, or 

3) known to be only credit capable, 

processing kniwn only credit capable cards using a 

credit protocol, 

processing la^own debit capable cards using a 
modified debit protocol that initially assumes a PIN 
authorization debit prbtocol and proirpts the cardholder to 
enter the PIN authorisation, said modified debit protocol 
defaulting to a different authorization debit protocol or 
credit protocol when la request to override is received and 
thereafter following/ the protocol according to the request 

to override, and 

processing unknown to be debit capable cards using 
a protocol that initially requires a clarification signal 
selecting a debit or credit protocol and completing the 
transaction according to the selected protocol. 



2. 



An automated method as claimed in claim i wherein 
the debit protocol for unknown to be debit capable cards is 



said modified debit 



protocol . 



3 . An automated method as claimed in claim 1 

including the step of tracking clarification indicating a 
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debit transaction and recotding of the primary account 
number associated therewitfh to update the database whereby 
future transactions using/ the transaction card will be 
categorized as a debit capable card. 

4^ An automated mjkthod as claimed in claim 1 wherein 

the step of comparing the primary account number with the 
database occurs at a st^re where said instore terminal is ^ 
located. 



5, Jin automated /method as claimed in claim 1 wherein 
the step of comparing the primary account number is 
completed within 5 secjfonds of machine reading the primary 
account number. 

6, An automated method as claimed in claim 1 
including the step ofe defaulting to the protocol of unknown' 
debit capable cards lif the step of assessing the card is not 
completed within a specified time. 



7. An auto 

said specified t 



^ted method as claimed in claim 6 wherein 
imd is less than 10 seconds. 



8. An autodkted method as claimed in claim 1 
including watchindf each transaction of an unknown debit 
capable card for Lccessful completion based on a debit 
protocol and takijLg steps to update the database such that 
future transacticfns using the respective card will be 
processed as a k|iown debit capable card. 

9 . An automated method ot card acceptance for 
processing of financial transactions originating at a point 
of sale computer system o|f Vstoife site and being approved 
by a computer system of financial institute, 

said method cotrj^r/kng determining a primary 
account number of a f/nancial transaction card presented 
for payment of the transaction, 
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providing the primarl account number to said point 
of sale computer system and/conparing the primary account 
number with a database of cird bank identification 
numbers and conducting a preliminary assessment whether 
Che particular transaction! is capable of being settled 
using a debit point of aalte transaction network, 

requesting the entiy of a PIN when the preliminaiY^-^| 
assessment indicates the Capability of being settled as a; ' "^^^^ 
debit transaction and upofi entry of the PIN settling tbeT/^^g 
transaction through a de^it point of sale transaction 
network, and 



settling the transaction through a credit 
transaction network if thJcard is not debit capable. 



10. An automated 

including in the event' 



letlwfd as cSlaimed in claim 10 
Iminary assessment is 
uncertain whether the t^ns^tion is capable of being 
settled using a debit point of sale transaction network 
seeking additional inforLation from the card holder with 
respect to entry of infcrmation clarifying whether the 
transaction is to be set tled as a PIN based debit 
transaction or non PIN baaed transaction and thereafter 
using the appropriate piu based settling through the debxt 
point of sale transaction network or the credit network. 



■4' '. 'iyfC'-iji-tfe'j; 




An automated 
including adding to said 
respect to any PIN basei 
settled where the 
whereby future 
be recognized as capabl 
of sale transaction netjwork. 



preliininary 



transactions 



12. An automated 

including sharing any 4 



method as claimed in claim 10 
database BIN information with 
debit transactions successfully 
assessment was uncertain 

using the particular card will 

e of settlement using the debit point 



ttlethod as claimed in claim 11 
nformation added to said database 
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with a related central database in conimunication with a 
plurality of point ft sale computer systems and receiving 
information at sai/ plurality of point of sale computer 
systems which upd/tes the particular database based on 
information obta/ned -from any of said point of sale computer 
systems . 



13 . An arrangement for identifying awf processing 

transactions that may be capable of beino^ettled using a 

debit protocol , / 
said system coti^jrising an onsite store^oraputer system 
connected through an outside network/bo a financial ; 
transaction network; said store compter system including^ag 
series of terminals for the electronic payment of purcha^^ 
an onsite database coii?>uter cr 
communicating therewith; each 
for receiving a financial transaction card and determining a 
primary account number assoc/ated therewith, means for 
communicating said primary iccount number to said onsite 
database computer; said o/eite database computer upon 
receiving a primary accost number from any of said 
terminals evaluatingAtid pifimary account number and 
providing a report tL4he Respective terminal whether the 
primary account nutriDU ii recognized by the onsite database 
computer as debit /ransaction capable; each terminal upon 
receipt of a repeat indicating that the primary account 
number is known/to be debit transaction capable, producing a 
prompt for the/cardholder to enter a PIN authorization and 
upon receipt /f a PIN processing the transaction using a PIN 
based debit protocol, said terminal upon receipt of a signal 
indicating/piN authorization will not be completed by the 
cardholdeZ providing other alternatives for completing 
authoriz4tion of the transaction. 

,4 / An arrangement as claimed in claim 13 wherein upon 
succ/ssful completion of a financial transaction using a 
debit protocol of a particular financial transaction card 
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transactions will recognize 
debit capeJsle, 



where the onsite database cor?)uter did not provide a report 
indicating the primary account nutriber is known to be debit 
capable, the database is updated such that future 



Uhe primary account number as 



15 . An arrangement as claimed in claim 14 wherein each 

terminal upon failure to redeive a report from said onsite 



database within a specified 



I 



said primary account number 



time period of communicating 



assumes a protocol prompting the 
user to provide an indication of payment type as debit or 
credit, 

16. An arrangement ac claimed in claim 15 wherein s4i^ |; 

specified time period is lies than 5 seconds. . ^r^^^^^} 



17. An arrangement as claimed in claim 16 including at 

least five terminals. 



18. An arrangeme 

onsite database comput 
database computer at 
database computer rec 
database computer of 
become recognized as 



19. An arrangement 

transactions that are 
protocol , 

said system comprising a 
systems connected through 
computer system which is 
computer system; each 
series of terminals for 
which terminals cooperat 
each terminal including 
transaction card and 
associated therewith. 



claimed in claim 14 wherein said 
licates with a central 
tion and each onsite 
from said central 
fount numbers which have 



for identifying and processing 

of being settled using a debit 




capable 



plurality of onsite store computer 

an outside network to a remote 
in commvmication with each store 
computer system including a 
the electronic payment of purchases 
e with an onsite database computer; 
a device for receiving a financial 
a primary account number 
for communicating said primary 



store 



det ermining 



means 
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account number to said onsite database coniniter; said oneite 
database computer upon receiving/^ primary account nuinber 
from any of said terminals evalxiating said primary account 
number and providing a report/to the respective terminal 
whether the primary a(fi»unt/feumber is recognized by the 
onsite database comp/teJ debit transaction capable; each 



a signal indicating debit 
lucing a prompt for the cardholder to 
in and upon receipt of a PIN ^ f:; ;. ;. , 
using a debit protocol, said , 

pxwecio*^^ >,..w -' — —7 — ^ ' ^ . ■ ■ 

terminal upon an/ndicatlon PIN authorization will not be 
conpleted by th/ cardholder providing other alternatives for 
cotnpXeting authorization of the transaction. 



terminal upon receip 
transaction capable 
enter a PIN authori 
processing the tr 



SZ/^'d St^T esc 9Tt? 
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